
https://lvmwd.zoomgov.com/j/1610876866
http://www.lvmwd.com/livestream




https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/lvmwd/9bf3a04c0ccfd5a4e181f03912d1622e0.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/lvmwd/6b56f16759262e55f4bac72855abe7f70.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/lvmwd/159f04825850791bc23bd1143e9348a00.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/lvmwd/344d00b8ea098813b23588532b12f7ed0.
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/lvmwd/1b335d2f3610b559ee749def8c3c6b510.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/lvmwd/dae4ed360933403c3eebdedcafe564ed0.pdf
https://d2kbkoa27fdvtw.cloudfront.net/lvmwd/829781f6742bb75913014b8cf1ae90cc0.pdf
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 7.A

DATE: March 3, 2026

TO: Board of Directors

FROM: Finance and Technology

SUBJECT: Potable Water Standby Charge: Adoption of Ordinance

SUMMARY:

RECOMMENDATION(S):

FISCAL IMPACT:

ITEM BUDGETED:

On February 17, 2026, a public hearing was conducted for proposed Ordinance No. 290, as it
relates to continuation of the Standby Charge for the Fiscal Year (FY) commencing on July 1,
2026, and the proposed Ordinance was given first reading by title only.  At this time, staff
recommends that the Board adopt proposed Ordinance No. 290 as it relates to the
continuation of the Potable Water Replacement Fund Standby Charge for FY 2026-27.

Waive the full reading and give second reading by title only; pass, approve and adopt
proposed Ordinance No. 290 as it relates to continuation of the Potable Water Replacement
Fund Standby Charge for Fiscal Year 2026-27; and order publication within 15 days of
adoption using a summary of the Ordinance. 

ORDINANCE NO. 290 (SECOND READING AND ADOPTION)

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL
WATER DISTRICT AS IT RELATES TO STANDBY CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR
COMMENCING JULY 1, 2026

(Reference is hereby made to Ordinance No. 290 on file in the District's Ordinance Book and
by this reference the same is incorporated herein.)

Yes

Yes

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
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DISCUSSION:

GOALS:

Prepared by: Debbie Rosales, Finance Manager

 
The continuation of the Potable Water Replacement Fund Standby Charge is expected to
provide approximately $512,000 in revenue during Fiscal Year 2026-27 to support the Potable
Water Replacement Fund.
 

 
For the first three years of assessing the Potable Water Standby Charge, the District notified
all landowners within the District by postcard of the public hearing to initiate or continue the
standby charge.  In conjunction with the mass mailing, a notice of the time, place and purpose
of the public hearing was published in a newspaper of general circulation once a week for a
two-week period.  As this procedure was followed for three consecutive years, state law
allows for an alternative procedure to provide notification to only those properties that have
changed ownership since the last standby charge assessment.  The alternative procedure has
been used since 1998 and has continued for the FY 2026-27 notification with postcards mailed
on January 27, 2026. In addition, a publication of the Notice of Public Hearing was placed in a
newspaper of general circulation once a week for a two-week period on January 29, 2026,
and February 5, 2026. 
 
A Public hearing was held on February 17, 2026, with the first reading of Proposed Ordinance
No. 290 by title only. A Standby Charge Deferral Program is available for property owners who
receive little or no benefit from the District's water system.  The deferral, once executed,
remains in effect until the property owner receives a benefit from the District's water system;
the Standby Charge is discontinued; or the property owner terminates the deferral in writing
and pays the deferred charges due to the District for up to a 10-year maximum. 
 
Staff recommends continuation of the standby charge to provide a fixed source of income that
will supplement the Potable Water Replacement Fund and provide an equitable means of
assessing existing and future customers for a portion of costs of replacing the potable water
system.
 

 
Ensure Effective Utilization of the Public's Assets and Money
 

 

ATTACHMENTS:
Proposed Ordinance No. 290
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ORDINANCE NO. 290 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL 
WATER DISTRICT AS RELATES TO STANDBY CHARGES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING 

JULY 1, 2026 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF LAS VIRGENES MUNICIPAL WATER 
DISTRICT as follows: 

Section 1. Purpose 

This ordinance fixes and continues a standby charge to be levied against each 
lot or parcel within the district for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2026, for the purpose of 
financing the district’s potable water replacement program. This charge is imposed 
pursuant to the Municipal Water District Law. 

Section 2. Findings 

The Board of Directors finds, determines and declares as follows: 

(a) The board has provided a duly published and mailed notice of public hearing and has
conducted a public hearing to consider adoption of a standby assessment; 

(b) The board has considered the written and oral comments presented by interested parties
concerning the assessment; 

(c) The district has approved a categorical exemption for the project under the California
Environmental Quality Act because the charges are not designed to increase or expand services; 

(d) The standby assessment will be used to pay for a portion of the cost of the potable water
replacement programs instituted by the district. Revenue generated from the standby charge does not 
exceed the cost of the program. 

(e) The report of a qualified engineer that forms the basis for the standby charge is on file
with the District; 

(f) It is in the best interests of the district and the community which it serves to pay for a
portion of water programs from the proceeds of standby assessments because landowners benefit from 
maintaining available water supply. 

Section 3. Standby Charge 

An annual standby charge in the amount of $10.00 per acre for parcels over one acre, and 
$10.00 for each parcel of land of less than one acre is hereby levied against all land within the 
district for the fiscal year commencing July 1, 2026. A description of the lands (by assessor parcel 
number) affected by the assessment is on file with the secretary. 

Section 4. Collection 

The Board of Supervisors and Auditor of the County of Los Angeles are hereby directed to levy, 
collect and remit to the district this standby charge at the time and in the manner required by law for the 
levying of taxes for county purposes. 
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Section 5. Deferrals 

(a) A property owner may request a complete or partial deferral from the standby charge by 
filing a written request by April 10th, 2026 during the fiscal year for which the deferral is sought. The 
deferral shall be processed and evaluated in accordance with this section. 

(b) The following property is eligible for deferral:

(i) Property owned and occupied by a federal, state or local governmental agency.

(ii) Property permanently dedicated to open-space.

(iii) Property which cannot use water supplied by the district due to restrictions
imposed by deed or governmental agencies with land use jurisdiction. 

(iv) Property which cannot reasonably be expected to derive any benefit from
facilities constructed with the proceeds of the water standby charge. 

(c) If the general manager approves the request, the charges paid by the applicant shall be
refunded and no charge shall be levied for subsequent years. The applicant shall execute an agreement 
to repay the charges with interest if the property ceases to be eligible for the deferral. The agreement 
shall be recorded. 

(d) If the general manager denies the request, the applicant may appeal denial of the
deferral by the general manager by filing a written request for review within 10-days after the general 
manager’s decision. The board shall promptly consider the request for review. The decision of the board 
shall be final. 

section. 
(e) The general manager shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations to implement this
 

PASSED, APPROVED and ADOPTED on , 2026 

President 

Secretary 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

W. Keith Lemieux
District Counsel

(SEAL) 
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