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I.  BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
 
The Las Virgenes Municipal Water District (District or LVMWD) provides drinking water, 
wastewater treatment, recycled water, and composting for approximately 70,000 
residents that live in Calabasas, Agoura Hills, Westlake Village, Hidden Hills, and 
unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County, which includes areas in Westhills, 
Chatsworth, and the Santa Monica Mountains. There are approximately 22,000 
residential and commercial customers with metered water service and sewer 
connections. LVMWD is a partner with Triunfo Water and Sanitation District (TWSD) 
that provides wastewater services to the eastern edge of Ventura County and together 
as a Joint Powers Authority (JPA), owns and operates the Rancho Las Virgenes Farm 
Sprayfields in Calabasas that are an important part of the overall recycled water system 
for the two agencies.  The JPA conveys, treats and recycles water from over 100,000 
residents.   
 
The Rancho Las Virgenes Farm Sprayfields is comprised of approximately 70-acres of 
generally flat fields, falling off slightly to the west towards Las Virgenes Road in 
Calabasas.  The map (Attachment A) depicts the relative size and locations of the 
different fields.  This acreage is divided into 16 separate fields.    Fields 1-4, 15 and 16 
are not shown on the map as they have been repurposed and are currently used for a 
large solar array or other purposes that support the JPA’s wastewater operation. The 
Rancho Las Virgenes Composting Facility located just north of Field No. 6, built in the 
1990’s, receives sludge that is pumped up from the JPA’s Tapia Water Reclamation 
Facility and converts it into Class A compost for residential and commercial use.  
 
The JPA acquired the land, which was originally part of the Hope (Bob Hope) Ranch in 
the 1980’s for the purpose of biosolids disposal.  The acquisition was achieved through 
a grant from the EPA and Water Resources Control Board (WRCB).  As part of the 
acquisition, the land must remain open space and can only be used for wastewater 
operation purposes. Commercial development of the land is not allowed as part of the 
grant agreement.  The Sprayfields could also be perceived as a de facto wildlife corridor 
through the Santa Monica Mountains for bobcat, mountain lion, deer, racoon, coyote, 
and other animal species.       
 
Currently, the JPA’s Tapia Water Reclamation Facility (TWRF) treats wastewater to 
Title 22 standards for non-potable reuse.  Much of this water is for irrigation purposes as 
part of the purple pipe systems for LVMWD and TWSD.  Historically and at present, the 
Sprayfields are used every year, during the late spring, summer and the early fall 
months to dispose of excess tertiary treated Title 22 water from the TWRF. In the winter 
and shoulder months, when irrigation demands are typically low, excess reclaim water 
that is not needed by the irrigation demands, is discharged to Malibu Creek via  
Discharge Point 001.  However, disposal into the creek is prohibited between April 15 
and November 15 each year, when there are risks of algal blooms in the creek 
exacerbated by nutrient loading from the tertiary treated wastewater.   
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The Sprayfields currently utilize an above-ground irrigation system consisting of 
aluminum pipes and sprayers that need to be disassembled and reassembled every 
year so that the soil can be tilled to remove excess vegetation/grass and for aeration 
purposed to improve the permeability of the soil (see photos, Attachment B).  The JPA 
utilizes a contractor to maintain and operate the Sprayfields at an annual cost of 
approximately $300,000. A Sludge Injection Permit is maintained at an additional cost of 
$124,000 annually based on the original use of the Sprayfields and as a backup in the 
event that composting operations are interrupted; however, sludge injection has not 
occurred since the early 2000’s. The JPA questions the need to retain this permit given 
other alternatives for the backup disposal of sludge.   
 
A mixture of grasses and legumes, historically fescue, rye, orchard grass, clover and 
alfalfa, is grown as a means of nutrient and moisture uptake and erosion control.  The 
vegetative growth is currently managed by a variety of methods, including green 
chopping, moving and the use of string trimmers.  Fields are periodically disced and 
reseeded.  Approximately 2 acres of hillside has been developed into an area used for 
spray application of recycled water.  This area is covered with native vegetation.  Soils 
vary from clay loam to sandy loam.   
 
The historical means of disposing excess recycled water is changing due to permitting 
and regulatory restrictions.  Beginning November 15, 2030, the discharge of tertiary 
treated water to Malibu Creek will no longer be allowed as part of a settlement with the 
EPA.  Due to this new restriction, the JPA has been planning and will soon be 
constructing the Pure Water Project Las Virgenes – Triunfo (PWP).  This project will 
take up to 7.5 million gallons per day of tertiary water and run it through an advanced 
treatment process that will supplement the drinking water systems for LVMWD and 
TWSD.  However, there may be times when the Advanced Water Purification Facility 
(AWPF) is either offline (e.g. power outage) or cannot keep up with tertiary treated 
water flowrates (high I&I from a storm event). While there may be other means to 
temporarily dispose of excess tertiary treated water (e.g., discharge point 005 to LA 
River), there are capacity limitations.  Therefore, the Sprayfields may still be needed to 
help dispose of excess tertiary treated water.  
 
Use of the Sprayfields is very limited when the ground is saturated during and after rain 
events.  The focus of this study is to develop conceptual plans and analyze the 
feasibility of constructing, maintaining and operating detention ponds instead.  The 
current criteria would be to detain at least 3-days worth of tertiary treated water in the 
event the AWPF is offline.  Depending on the status of other detention and disposal 
options, this would equate to an estimated 16 to 25 millions gallons of detention at the 
Sprayfields.   Maximizing utilization of other detention and disposal options (e.g. 
available storage in Reservoir #2) could further reduce this volume. The report suggests 
that a NPDES/WDR exemption could be pursued with the Regional Board under 
renewal of the Permit for discharges to Malibu Creek. However, there is no guarantee 
that such an exemption would be permitted at this time.           
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Study Purpose: 
 
The Rancho Las Virgenes Farm Sprayfields Repurposing Study will ideally answer the 
following questions:   
 

1. How should the Sprayfields be repurposed to provide emergency backup 
disposal and/or seasonal balancing of recycled water (e.g. construction of 
detention ponds) as opposed to relying solely on a NPDES/WDR exemption?   

2. Can the Sprayfields be repurposed to an extent that annual operations and 
maintenance costs can be significantly reduced compared to current practices? 

3. What would be the optimal means to construct retention ponds (i.e. single large 
reservoir or multiple, shallow,” terraced” ponds).  

4. What would be the design concept and how much volume of water should and 
could a reservoir or ponds store – particularly to avoid any significant 
environmental impacts or permitting with the California Division of Safety of 
Dams or LA County Flood Control? 

5. What would be the operational parameters, permitting requirements and other 
requirements? 

6. To what extent does the current WDR Permit need to be modified? 
7. Are there any permitting obstacles to stopping current operations that provide for 

nutrient uptake from the soil and converting to detention ponds? 
8. How could retention ponds best be operated to accommodate the Pure Water 

Project (e.g., store excess tertiary treated water temporarily that can be 
reintroduced into the wastewater/recycled water system for later use)? 

9. Should a covered reservoir be considered so that tertiary treated water can be 
introduced directly into the reclaim system as opposed to reintroduced into the 
sewer system and what would be the cost? 

10. Could and should seasonal retention ponds be considered for other 
environmental or community benefits such as facilitating migratory birds, 
supporting local wildlife (maintain a small watering hole that can grow seasonally 
based on the needs of the recycled water system)? 

11. What would be the associated benefits (i.e. eligibility for grants), challenges, 
risks, and costs for modifying the Sprayfields to provide additional environmental 
or community benefits?   

The Study should identify at least 2 long-term alternatives for repurposing the 
Sprayfields to provide emergency disposal and/or seasonal retention ponds that could 
provide flow balancing for the recycled water system.  For each alternative, the 
consultant should investigate challenges, opportunities, benefits and life-cycle costs. 
Alternatives could be shallow uncovered and unlined retention ponds, a single large 
reservoir (uncovered), and/or single large reservoir (covered).  Conceptual plans should 
also be included; however, detailed design plans are not part of this study and would be 
included in the scope of the next phase of the project for a preferred alternative, should 
the JPA proceed with repurposing the Sprayfields.     
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II.  SCOPE OF WORK 
 
The proposed scope of work includes the following tasks; however, the consultant can 
include additional beneficial or optional tasks, provide additional details or eliminate 
tasks as may be appropriate as part of their response to this RFP: 
 

• Meetings between Consultant and key District staff (Sprayfields Repurposing   
Study Team) 

o Kick-off meeting to confirm scope, activities, milestones, available data, 
deliverables, etc.   

o Meeting to receive additional information / data that is available 
o Monthly Team “check-ins” via Zoom 
o Draft deliverable review meeting 

• Data collection and site visit 
• Geological/geotechnical investigation including borings. Borings should consider 

the investigation or nutrient levels in the soil at various depths to determine 
whether the WDR can be modified or eliminated.  Soil samples from locations 
outside but adjacent to the Sprayfields should be considered to provide 
background data. 

• Cultural/archeological study 
• Evaluation of existing Permits (WDR and Sludge Injection Permit)  
• Define concept alternatives (site limits/boundaries, land 

modifications/improvements, operational parameters, etc.) 
• Long-term operation and maintenance requirements 
• Potential environmental impacts, challenges, benefits, capital and operational 

costs of each alternative 
• Plan layouts, typical cross sections that depict modifications for each alternative 
• Description of co-benefits (community and environmental, if any), challenges, 

benefits and associated costs 
• Compile a comprehensive draft report for District staff review  

o The report should incorporate an executive summary, background 
information, scope of the study, and other pertinent narratives along with 
concept plans  

o Provide cost information data and annual estimates of cost  
• Present draft report with major comments received from staff to the JPA Board 
• Finalize the draft report based on all comments received and provide a final 

deliverable in electronic pdf format. 
• Other related tasks (optional or required) 

The Plan should be based on readily available information that does not require a 
detailed site survey that may be necessary for final design efforts.  
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III.  SERVICES OR DATA PROVIDED BY DISTRICT  
 
The District will provide the following data, access, services or resources: 
 

• Topographic maps of sprayfields (attached) or utilize publicly available open 
source information. 

• Technical memos and reports related to the Pure Water Project 
• Current WDR and NPDES Permits 

 

IV.  MINIMUM CONSULTANT QUALIFICATIONS 
 
 

• The District’s standard Professional Services Agreement is included as an 
attachment. The consultant shall have the ability to execute the agreement in this 
form. 

• Ability to comply with District’s insurance requirements per the attached 
Professional Services Agreement.  

• Experience as a firm and/or with key staff conducting similar studies, preferably 
pipeline assessment, rehabilitation and replacement plans.   

 
 
V.  PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS 
 

• Legal name of firm with address, telephone number and the name of at least one 
principal. 

• Project understanding and approach.   
• A recommended scope of work, which clearly displays an understanding of the 

project including a proposed schedule and a description of proposed deliverables 
broken down by discrete tasks. 

• Scope, names, qualifications and principals of any sub-consultants.  
• List of assumptions or recommended services that are not a part of the proposal.   
• References for at least one recently completed project in which similar services 

were provided for producing a system-wide pipe network assessment and 
replacement plan.     

• Names and résumés of individual(s) proposed to perform the services, including 
proof of professional registrations, as appropriate. 

• Cost to perform the services, a schedule of rates and any anticipated rate 
changes. Costs should be broken down into individual tasks by man-hours and 
hourly rates plus reimbursable expenses. 

 
VI.  EVALUATION CRITERIA 
 
Proposals will be evaluated based upon the following: 
 

• A comprehensive and understandable Scope of Work.  
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• Expertise in performing the Scope of Work. 
• The quality of performance on similar past projects, including those on which the 

proposed team has worked together. 
• The ability to meet time schedules and complete the work within established 

budgets. 
• The firm’s history and resource capacity to perform the requested service. 
• The experience and qualifications of assigned personnel. 
• The level of effort and cost for the services. 

 
Interviews with selected consultants may be conducted as a part of the review process.   
 
VII.  SCHEDULE 
 
The following project schedule is tentative and subject to change: 
 

• Issue Request for Proposals  June 6, 2024 
• Questions Due Date   July 8, 2024 
• Proposal Due Date (3:00 p.m.)  July 12, 2024 
• Interviews (if necessary)   tentatively week of July 22, 2024 
• Selection of Consultant    by August 1, 2024 
• Execution and Notice to Proceed  by Sept 1, 2024 
• Complete Draft Report   TBD 
• Final Report     TBD 

 
VIII.  ATTACHMENTS 
 

• A: Map of Rancho Las Virgenes Farm Sprayfields 
• B: Photos of Sprayfields and Current Irrigation System 
• C: Template Professional Services Agreement 

 
Please submit one (1) digital copy of your proposal no later than 3:00 p.m. on July 
12, 2024 by e-mailing them (or sending share file info) to: 
 
Attn: Joe McDermott, P.E. 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
jmcdermott@lvmwd.com 

 
For questions, please contact Joe McDermott at (818) 251-2130 or e-mail at: 
jmcdermott@lvmwd.com.

mailto:jmcdermott@lvmwd.com


 
 

A: Map of Rancho Sprayfields 
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B: Photos of Sprayfields and Irrigation System 
 
 

 
Fields 5-10 facing east from Las Virgenes Road 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 

 
Fields 10 and 11 facing south with 12 in the far background 
 

 
Fields 9 and 10 facing northwest toward Las Virgenes Road 



 
 

 
Typical spray head coming off aluminum piping 
 
 



 
 

C: Template Professional Services Agreement 
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Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AGREEMENT 

 
This Professional Services Agreement (“Agreement”) is entered into this ____ day of 

________, 20Choose an item. by and between Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
(“Agency”), and Consultant (“Consultant”).  Agency and Consultant are sometimes individually 
referred to as “Party” and collectively as “Parties.”  

 

1. PURPOSE. 

1.1 Project. 

Consultant desires to perform and assume responsibility for the provision of certain 
professional services required by the Agency on the terms and conditions set forth in this 
Agreement and Agency desires to engage Consultant to render such services for Click or tap 
here to enter text. (“Project”) as set forth in this Agreement and its attached exhibits. 

Now therefore, in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements set forth 
herein, the Parties do contract and agree as follows: 

2. TERMS. 

2.1 Scope of Services. 

2.1.1 General Scope of Services.  Consultant promises and agrees to furnish 
to the Agency all labor, materials, tools, equipment, services, and incidental and customary 
work necessary to fully and adequately supply the professional services necessary for the 
Project (“Services”).  The Services are more particularly described in the attached Exhibit “A” 
(“Scope of Services”).  All Services shall be subject to, and performed in accordance with, this 
Agreement, the exhibits attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference, and all 
applicable local, state and federal laws, rules, and regulations. 

2.1.2 Term.  The term of this Agreement shall be from Date, to  Date as set 
forth in the attached Exhibit “B” (“Fee Schedule”) unless earlier terminated as provided herein.  
Consultant shall complete the Services within the term of this Agreement and shall meet any 
other established schedules and deadlines.  The Parties may, by mutual, written consent, 
extend the term of this Agreement if necessary to complete the Services. 

2.2 Consideration. 

2.2.1 Compensation.  Consultant shall receive compensation, including 
authorized reimbursements, for all Services rendered under this Agreement at the rates set forth 
in the Fee Schedule. The total compensation shall not exceed written dollar value Dollars 
($XXX.00) without written approval by Agency.  Extra Work may be authorized, as described 
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below, and if authorized, will be compensated at the rates and manner set forth in this 
Agreement. 

2.2.2 Payment.  Consultant shall submit to Agency a monthly itemized 
statement which indicates work completed and hours of Services rendered by Consultant.  The 
statement shall describe the Services and supplies provided since the initial commencement 
date, or since the start of the subsequent billing periods, as appropriate, through the date of 
the statement.  Agency shall pay all approved charges within thirty (30) days of receiving such 
statement. 

2.2.3 Extra Work.  At any time during the term of this Agreement, Agency 
may request that Consultant perform Extra Work.  As used herein, “Extra Work” means any 
work which is determined by Agency to be necessary for the proper completion of the Project, 
but which the Parties did not reasonably anticipate would be necessary at the execution of this 
Agreement.  Consultant shall not perform, nor be compensated for, Extra Work without written 
authorization by Agency. 

2.3 Responsibilities of Consultant. 

2.3.1 Independent Contractor.  The Services shall be performed by Consultant 
or under its supervision.  Consultant will determine the means, methods and details of 
performing the Services subject to the requirements of this Agreement.  Consultant is an 
independent contractor and not an employee of Agency.  Except as Agency may specify in 
writing, Consultant shall have no authority, expressed or implied, to act on behalf of Agency in 
any capacity whatsoever as an agent. Any additional personnel performing the Services under 
this Agreement on behalf of Consultant shall also not be employees of Agency and shall at all 
times be under Consultant’s exclusive direction and control.   

2.3.2 Payment of Subordinates.  Consultant shall pay all wages, salaries, and 
other amounts due such personnel in connection with their performance of Services under this 
Agreement and as required by law.  Consultant shall be responsible for all reports and 
obligations respecting such additional personnel, including, but not limited to: social security 
taxes, income tax withholding, unemployment insurance, disability insurance, and workers’ 
compensation insurance. 

2.3.3 Standard of Care.  Consultant shall perform all Services under this 
Agreement in a skillful and competent manner, consistent with the standards generally 
recognized as being employed by professionals in the same discipline in the State of California.  
Consultant represents and maintains that it is skilled in the professional calling necessary to 
perform the Services.  Consultant warrants that all employees and subconsultants shall have 
sufficient skill and experience to perform the Services assigned to them.   

2.3.4 Licensing. Consultant represents that it, its employees and 
subconsultants have all licenses, permits, qualifications, and approvals of whatever nature that 
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are legally required to perform the Services, and that such licenses and approvals shall be 
maintained throughout the term of this Agreement.   

2.3.5 Conformance to Applicable Requirements.  All work prepared by 
Consultant shall be subject to the approval of Agency. 

2.3.6 Substitution of Key Personnel.  Consultant has represented to Agency 
that certain key personnel will perform and coordinate the Services under this Agreement.  Key 
Consultant personnel to be assigned to this Agreement are identified in the List of Key 
Consultant Personnel set forth in the attached Exhibit “C” (“Key Personnel”). Key Personnel 
shall be available to perform under the terms and conditions of this Agreement immediately 
upon commencement of the term of this Agreement. Should one or more of such personnel 
become unavailable, Consultant may substitute other personnel of at least equal competence 
upon written approval of Agency. The Agency shall have the right to approve or disapprove the 
reassignment or substitution of Consultant key personnel listed in Exhibit C for any reason at its 
sole discretion. In the event that Agency and Consultant cannot agree as to the substitution of 
key personnel, Agency shall be entitled to terminate this Agreement for cause.   

2.3.7 Unavailability of Key Personnel.  In the event individual key personnel 
listed in Exhibit C are terminated either by the Consultant or the individual, with or without 
cause, or if individual key personnel are otherwise unavailable to perform services for the 
Consultant, the Consultant shall provide to the Agency written notification detailing the 
circumstances of the unavailability of the individual key personnel and designating replacement 
personnel prior to the effective date of individual key personnel termination or unavailability 
date, to the maximum extent feasible, but no later than five (5) business days after the effective 
date of the individual key personnel termination or unavailability. The Consultant shall propose 
replacement personnel that have a level of experience and expertise equivalent to the 
unavailable individual key personnel for Agency review and approval.  

2.3.8 Removal of Consultant Personnel. The Consultant agrees to remove 
personnel from performing work under this Agreement if reasonably requested to do so by the 
Agency within 24 hours or as soon thereafter as is practicable. 

2.3.9 Laws and Regulations.  Consultant shall keep itself fully informed of and 
in compliance with all local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations in any manner 
affecting the performance of the Project or the Services, including all Cal/OSHA requirements, 
and shall give all notices required by law.  Consultant shall be liable for all violations of such 
laws and regulations in connection with Services.  If the Consultant performs any work knowing 
it to be contrary to such laws, rules, and regulations, Consultant shall be solely responsible for 
all costs arising therefrom.   

2.3.10 Labor Code Provisions. 

(a) Prevailing Wages.  Consultant is aware of the requirements of 
California Labor Code Section 1720, et seq., and 1770, et seq., as well as California Code of 
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Regulations, Title 8, Section 16000, et seq., (“Prevailing Wage Laws”), which require the 
payment of prevailing wage rates and the performance of other requirements on “public 
works” and “maintenance” projects.  If the Services are being performed as part of an 
applicable “public works” or “maintenance” project, as defined by the Prevailing Wage Laws, 
and if the total compensation is $1,000 or more, Consultant agrees to fully comply with such 
Prevailing Wage Laws.  Consultant shall comply with all prevailing wage requirements under the 
California Labor Code and Consultant shall forfeit as penalty to the Agency a sum of not more 
than $200.00 for each calendar day, or portion thereof, for each worker paid less than the 
prevailing rates.  This penalty shall be in addition to any shortfall in wages paid. The Agency has 
obtained the general prevailing rate of wages, as determined by the Director of the Department 
of Industrial Relations, a copy of which is on file in the Agency’s office and shall be made 
available for viewing to any interested party upon request.  Consultant shall make copies of the 
prevailing rates of per diem wages for each craft, classification, or type of worker needed to 
execute the Services available to interested parties upon request and shall post copies at the 
Consultant’s principal place of business and at the Project site.   

(b) Registration and Labor Compliance.  If the Services are being 
performed as part of an applicable “public works” or “maintenance” project, then, in addition 
to the foregoing, pursuant to Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1, the Consultant and all 
subconsultants must be registered with the Department of Industrial Relations (“DIR”).  
Consultant shall maintain registration for the duration of the Project and require the same of 
any subconsultants.  This Project may also be subject to compliance monitoring and 
enforcement by the Department of Industrial Relations.  It shall be Consultant’s sole 
responsibility to comply with all applicable registration and labor compliance requirements, 
including the submission of payroll records directly to the DIR. 

(c) Labor Certification.  By its signature hereunder, Consultant 
certifies that it is aware of the provisions of Section 3700 of the California Labor Code which 
require every employer to be insured against liability for Workers’ Compensation or to 
undertake self-insurance in accordance with the provisions of that Code and agrees to comply 
with such provisions before commencing the performance of the Services. 

2.3.11 Accounting Records.  Consultant shall maintain complete and accurate 
records with respect to all costs and expenses incurred under this Agreement.  All such records 
shall be clearly identifiable.  Consultant shall allow a representative of Agency during normal 
business hours to examine, audit, and make transcripts or copies of such records and any other 
documents created pursuant to this Agreement. Consultant shall allow inspection of all work, 
data, documents, proceedings, and activities related to the Agreement for a period of four (4) 
years from the date of final payment under this Agreement. 

2.4 Representatives of the Parties. 

2.4.1 Agency’s Representative.  The Agency hereby designates its General 
Manager, or his or her designee, to act as its representative for the performance of this 



Page 5 of 11   

Agreement (“Agency’s Representative”).  Consultant shall not accept direction or orders from 
any person other than the Agency’s Representative or his or her designee. 

2.4.2 Consultant’s Representative.  Consultant hereby designates XXXXXX, or 
his or her designee, to act as its representative for the performance of this Agreement 
(“Consultant’s Representative”).  Consultant’s Representative shall have full authority to 
represent and act on behalf of the Consultant for all purposes under this Agreement.  The 
Consultant’s Representative shall supervise and direct the Services, using their best skill and 
attention, and shall be responsible for all means, methods, techniques, sequences, and 
procedures and for the satisfactory coordination of all portions of the Services under this 
Agreement. 

2.5 Indemnification. 

To the fullest extent permitted by law, Consultant shall immediately indemnify and hold 
the Agency, its directors, officials, officers, employees, volunteers, and agents free and 
harmless from any and all claims, demands, causes of action, costs, expenses, liability, loss, 
damage, or injury of any kind, in law or equity, to property or persons, including wrongful 
death, in any manner arising out of, pertaining to, or incident to any alleged acts, errors, or 
omissions of Consultant, its officials, officers, employees, subcontractors, consultants, or agents 
in connection with the performance of the Consultant’s Services, the Project, or this 
Agreement, including without limitation the payment of all consequential damages, attorneys’ 
fees and costs, including expert witness fees.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, to the extent 
Consultant's Services are subject to Civil Code Section 2782.8, the above indemnity shall be 
limited, to the extent required by Civil Code Section 2782.8, to claims that arise out of, pertain 
to, or relate to the negligence, recklessness, or willful misconduct of the Consultant. 

Consultant shall immediately defend, with Counsel of Agency's choosing and at 
Consultant’s own cost, expense and risk, any and all claims, suits, actions, or other proceedings 
of every kind that may be brought or instituted against Agency or its directors, officials, officers, 
employees, volunteers, and agents.  Consultant shall pay and satisfy any judgment, award, or 
decree that may be rendered against Agency or its directors, officials, officers, employees, 
volunteers, and agents as part of any such claim, suit, action, or other proceeding.  Consultant 
shall also reimburse Agency for the cost of any settlement paid by Agency or its directors, 
officials, officers, employees, agents, or volunteers as part of any such claim, suit, action, or 
other proceeding.  Such reimbursement shall include payment for Agency’s attorneys’ fees and 
costs, including expert witness fees.  Consultant’s obligation to defend and indemnify shall 
survive expiration or termination of this Agreement, and shall not be restricted to insurance 
proceeds, if any, received by the Agency, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, or 
volunteers. 

2.6 Insurance. 

2.6.1 Time for Compliance.  Consultant shall not commence Work under this 
Agreement until it has provided evidence satisfactory to the Agency that it has secured all 
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insurance required under this section.  In addition, Consultant shall not allow any subconsultant 
to commence work on any subcontract until it has provided evidence satisfactory to the Agency 
that the subconsultant has secured all insurance required under this section.  Failure to provide 
and maintain all required insurance shall be grounds for the Agency to terminate this 
Agreement for cause. 

2.6.2 Minimum Requirements.  Consultant shall, at its expense, procure and 
maintain for the duration of the Agreement insurance against claims for injuries to persons or 
damages to property which may arise from or in connection with the performance of the 
Agreement by the Consultant, its agents, representatives, employees, or subconsultants.  
Consultant shall also require all of its subconsultants to procure and maintain the same 
insurance for the duration of the Agreement. Such insurance shall meet at least the following 
minimum levels of coverage: 

(a) Commercial General Liability.  Coverage for commercial general 
liability insurance shall be at least as broad as Insurance Services Office (ISO) Commercial 
General Liability Coverage (Occurrence Form CG 0001).  Consultant shall maintain limits no less 
than $2,000,000 per occurrence, or the full per occurrence limits of the policies available, 
whichever is greater, for bodily injury, personal injury, and property damage.  If Commercial 
General Liability Insurance or other form with general aggregate limit or product-completed 
operations aggregate limit is used, including but not limited to form CG 2503, either the general 
aggregate limit shall apply separately to this Agreement/location or the general aggregate limit 
shall be twice the required occurrence limit.   

(b) Automobile Liability.  Coverage shall be at least as broad as the 
latest version of the Insurance Services Office Business Auto Coverage form number CA 0001, 
code 1 (any auto).  Consultant shall maintain limits no less than $1,000,000 per accident for 
bodily injury and property damage.  The automobile liability policy shall cover all owned, non-
owned, and hired automobiles. 

(c) Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability Insurance.  
Consultant shall maintain Workers’ Compensation insurance as required by the State of 
California and Employer’s Liability Insurance in an amount no less than $1,000,000 per accident 
for bodily injury or disease.  The insurer shall agree to waive all rights of subrogation against the 
Agency, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers for losses paid under 
the terms of the insurance policy which arise from work performed by the Consultant. 

(d) Professional Liability.  Consultant shall procure and maintain, and 
require its subconsultants to procure and maintain, for a period of five (5) years following 
completion of the Project, errors and omissions liability insurance appropriate to their 
profession covering Consultant’s wrongful acts, negligent actions, errors, or omissions.  The 
retroactive date (if any) is to be no later than the effective date of this Agreement.  Consultant 
shall purchase a one-year extended reporting period: i) if the retroactive date is advanced past 
the effective date of this Agreement; ii) if the policy is canceled or not renewed; or iii) if the 
policy is replaced by another claims-made policy with a retroactive date subsequent to the 
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effective date of this Agreement.  Such insurance shall be in an amount not less than 
$2,000,000 per claim. 

(e) Excess Liability (if necessary).  The limits of Insurance required in 
this Agreement may be satisfied by a combination of primary and umbrella or excess insurance. 
Any umbrella or excess coverage shall contain or be endorsed to contain a provision that such 
coverage shall also apply on a primary and non-contributory basis for the benefit of the Agency 
(if agreed to in a written contract or agreement) before the Agency’s own primary or self-
Insurance shall be called upon to protect it as a named insured.  The policy shall be endorsed to 
state that the Agency, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers shall 
be covered as additional insured at least as broad a form as CG 20 10 11 85 or the latest 
versions of both CG 20 10 and CG 20 37.  The coverage shall contain no special limitations on 
the scope of protection afforded to the Agency, its directors, officials, officers, employees, 
agents, and volunteers.  

2.6.3 All Coverages.  The general liability and automobile liability policy shall 
include or be endorsed to state that:  (1) the Agency, its directors, officials, officers, employees, 
agents, and volunteers shall be covered as additional insured with respect to work by or on 
behalf of the Consultant, including materials, parts, or equipment furnished in connection with 
such work using as broad a form as CG 20 10 11 85 or the latest versions of both CG 20 10 and 
CG 20 37; and (2) the insurance coverage shall be primary insurance as respects the Agency, its 
directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers using as broad a form as CG 20 
01 04 13, or if excess, shall stand in an unbroken chain of coverage excess of the Consultant’s 
scheduled underlying coverage.  Any insurance or self-insurance maintained by the Agency, its 
directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers shall be excess of the 
Consultant’s insurance and shall not be called upon to contribute with it in any way. 

(a) The insurance policies required above shall contain or be 
endorsed to contain the following specific provisions: 

(i) The policies shall contain a waiver of transfer rights of 
recovery (“waiver of subrogation”) against Agency, its board members, officers, employees, 
agents, and volunteers, for any claims arising out of the work of Consultant. 

(ii) Policies may provide coverage which contains deductible 
or self-insured retentions.  Such deductible and/or self-insured retentions shall not be 
applicable with respect to the coverage provided to Agency under such policies.  Consultant 
shall be solely responsible for deductible and/or self-insured retention and Agency, at its 
option, may require Consultant to secure the payment of such deductible or self-insured 
retentions by a surety bond or an irrevocable and unconditional letter of credit.  The insurance 
policies that contain deductibles or self-insured retentions in excess of $25,000 per occurrence 
shall not be acceptable without the prior approval of Agency. 

(iii) Prior to start of work under this Agreement, Consultant 
shall file with Agency evidence of insurance as required above from an insurer or insurers 
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certifying to the required coverage.  The coverage shall be evidenced on a certificate of 
insurance signed by an authorized representative of the insurer(s).   

(iv) Each policy required in this section shall contain a policy 
cancellation clause that provides the policy shall not be cancelled or otherwise terminated by 
the insurer or the Consultant or reduced in coverage or in limits except after thirty (30) days’ 
prior written notice by certified mail, return receipt requested, has been given to the Agency, 
Attention: Director of Finance & Administration. 

(v) Insurance required by this Agreement shall be placed with 
insurers licensed by the State of California to transact insurance business of the types required 
herein.  Each insurer shall have a current Best Insurance Guide rating of not less than A: VII 
unless prior approval is secured from the Agency as to the use of such insurer. 

(vi) Consultant shall include all subcontractors as insureds 
under its policies or shall furnish separate certificates and endorsements for each 
subcontractor.  All coverages for subcontractors shall be subject to all of the requirements 
stated herein.  Consultant shall maintain evidence of compliance with the insurance 
requirements by the subcontractors at the job site and make them available for review by 
Agency. 

2.6.4 Reporting of Claims.  Consultant shall report to the Agency, in addition to 
Consultant’s insurer, any and all insurance claims submitted by Consultant in connection with 
the Services under this Agreement. 

2.7 Termination of Agreement. 

2.7.1 Grounds for Termination.  Agency may, by written notice to Consultant, 
terminate the whole or any part of this Agreement without liability to the Agency if Consultant 
fails to perform or commits a substantial breach of the terms hereof.  Either Party may 
terminate this agreement on thirty (30) days’ written notice for any reason.  Upon termination, 
Consultant shall be compensated only for those Services which have been adequately rendered 
to Agency, and Consultant shall be entitled to no further compensation.  If the Agreement is 
terminated by Consultant without cause, Consultant shall reimburse Agency for additional costs 
to be incurred by Agency in obtaining the work from another consultant.  

2.8 Ownership of Materials and Confidentiality. 

2.8.1 Documents & Data; Licensing of Intellectual Property.  This Agreement 
creates a non-exclusive and perpetual license for Agency to copy, use, modify, reuse, or 
sublicense any and all copyrights, designs, and other intellectual property embodied in plans, 
specifications, studies, drawings, estimates, and other documents or works of authorship fixed 
in any tangible medium of expression, including but not limited to, physical drawings or data 
magnetically or otherwise recorded on computer diskettes, which are prepared or caused to be 
prepared by Consultant under this Agreement (“Documents & Data”). The Consultant shall 
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deliver to Agency on demand or upon completion of the Project, all such Documents & Data 
which shall be and remain the property of the Agency.  If the Agency uses any of the data, 
reports, and documents furnished or prepared by the Consultant for projects other than the 
project shown on Exhibit A, the Consultant shall be released from responsibility to third parties 
concerning the use of the data, reports, and documents.  The Consultant may retain copies of 
the materials.  The Agency may use or reuse the materials prepared by Consultant without 
additional compensation to Consultant.  

2.8.2  Confidentiality.  All Documents & Data, either created by or provided to 
Consultant in connection with the performance of this Agreement, shall be held confidential by 
Consultant.  All Documents & Data shall not, without the prior written consent of Agency, be 
used or reproduced by Consultant for any purposes other than the performance of the Services.  
Consultant shall not disclose, cause, or facilitate the disclosure of the Documents & Data to any 
person or entity not connected with the performance of the Services or the Project.  Nothing 
furnished to Consultant that is otherwise known to Consultant or is generally known, or has 
become known, to the related industry shall be deemed confidential.  Consultant shall not use 
Agency’s name or insignia, photographs of the Project, or any publicity pertaining to the 
Services or the Project in any magazine, trade paper, newspaper, television, or radio 
production, or other similar medium without the prior written consent of Agency. 

2.9 Subcontracting/Subconsulting. 

2.9.1 Prior Approval Required.  Consultant shall not subcontract any portion 
of the work required by this Agreement, except as expressly stated herein, without prior 
written approval of Agency.  Subcontracts, if any, shall contain a provision making them subject 
to all provisions stipulated in this Agreement. 

3. General Provisions. 

3.1.1 Notices.  All notices permitted or required under this Agreement shall 
be given to the respective parties at the following address, or at such other address as the 
respective parties may provide in writing for this purpose: 

Agency:   Consultant: 

Las Virgenes Municipal Water District 
Attn: District Contact 
4232 Las Virgenes Road 
Calabasas, CA 91302 

  Consultant, Contact & Address 
 

Such notice shall be deemed made when personally delivered or when mailed, upon deposit in 
the U.S.  Mail, first class postage prepaid and registered or certified addressed to the Party at its 
applicable address.  Actual notice shall be deemed adequate notice on the date actual notice 
occurred, regardless of the method of service. 
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3.1.2 Equal Opportunity Employment.  Consultant represents that it is an 
equal opportunity employer and it shall not discriminate against any subconsultant, employee 
or applicant for employment because of race, religion, color, national origin, handicap, 
ancestry, sex, or age.  Such non-discrimination shall include, but not be limited to, all activities 
related to initial employment, upgrading, demotion, transfer, recruitment or recruitment 
advertising, layoff, or termination.   

3.1.3 Time of Essence.  Time is of the essence for each and every provision of 
this Agreement. The acceptance of late performance shall not waive the right to claim damages 
for such breach nor constitute a waiver of the requirement of timely performance of any 
obligations remaining to be performed. 

3.1.4 Agency’s Right to Employ Other Consultants.  Agency reserves the right 
to employ other consultants in connection with this Project. 

3.1.5 Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement shall be binding on the 
successors and assigns of the Parties. 

3.1.6 Assignment or Transfer.  Consultant shall not assign, hypothecate, or 
transfer, either directly or by operation of law, this Agreement or any interest herein without 
the prior written consent of the Agency.  

3.1.7 Amendment.  This Agreement may not be altered or amended except in 
a writing signed by both Parties. 

3.1.8 Waiver.  No waiver of any default shall constitute a waiver of any other 
default or breach, whether of the same or other covenant or condition.  

3.1.9 No Third Party Beneficiaries.  There are no intended third party 
beneficiaries of any right or obligation assumed by the Parties. 

3.1.10 Invalidity; Severability.  If any portion of this Agreement is declared 
invalid, illegal, or otherwise unenforceable by a court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining 
provisions shall continue in full force and effect. 

3.1.11 Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the 
State of California.  Venue shall be in Los Angeles County. 

3.1.12 Attorneys’ Fees.  If either Party commences an action against the other 
Party, either legal, administrative or otherwise, arising out of or in connection with this 
Agreement, the prevailing party in such litigation shall be entitled to have and recover from the 
losing party reasonable attorneys’ fees and all other costs of such action. 

3.1.13 Authority to Enter Agreement.  Consultant has all requisite power and 
authority to conduct its business and to execute, deliver, and perform the Agreement.  Each 
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Party warrants that the individuals who have signed this Agreement have the legal power, right, 
and authority to make this Agreement and bind each respective Party. 

3.1.14 Counterparts.  This Agreement may be signed in counterparts, each of 
which shall constitute an original. 

3.1.15 Integration. This Agreement represents the entire understanding of 
Agency and Consultant as to those matters contained herein.  No prior oral or written 
understanding shall be of any force or effect with respect to those matters covered hereunder.   

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereby have caused this Agreement to be executed the date 
first written above: 

 
APPROVED:      APPROVED: 
 
Las Virgenes Municipal Water District  CONSULTANT 
 
       
 
____________________________________         
David W. Pedersen     Name 
General Manager     Title 
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EXHIBIT A 
SCOPE OF SERVICES 

Choose a building block. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EXHIBIT B 
 FEE SCHEDULE 
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EXHIBIT C 
 KEY PERSONNEL 

Choose a building block. 
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	1. PURPOSE.
	1.1 Project.

	2. Terms.
	2.1 Scope of Services.
	2.1.1 General Scope of Services.  Consultant promises and agrees to furnish to the Agency all labor, materials, tools, equipment, services, and incidental and customary work necessary to fully and adequately supply the professional services necessary ...
	2.1.2 Term.  The term of this Agreement shall be from Date, to  Date as set forth in the attached Exhibit “B” (“Fee Schedule”) unless earlier terminated as provided herein.  Consultant shall complete the Services within the term of this Agreement and ...

	2.2 Consideration.
	2.2.1 Compensation.  Consultant shall receive compensation, including authorized reimbursements, for all Services rendered under this Agreement at the rates set forth in the Fee Schedule. The total compensation shall not exceed written dollar value Do...
	2.2.2 Payment.  Consultant shall submit to Agency a monthly itemized statement which indicates work completed and hours of Services rendered by Consultant.  The statement shall describe the Services and supplies provided since the initial commencement...
	2.2.3 Extra Work.  At any time during the term of this Agreement, Agency may request that Consultant perform Extra Work.  As used herein, “Extra Work” means any work which is determined by Agency to be necessary for the proper completion of the Projec...

	2.3 Responsibilities of Consultant.
	2.3.1 Independent Contractor.  The Services shall be performed by Consultant or under its supervision.  Consultant will determine the means, methods and details of performing the Services subject to the requirements of this Agreement.  Consultant is a...
	2.3.2 Payment of Subordinates.  Consultant shall pay all wages, salaries, and other amounts due such personnel in connection with their performance of Services under this Agreement and as required by law.  Consultant shall be responsible for all repor...
	2.3.3 Standard of Care.  Consultant shall perform all Services under this Agreement in a skillful and competent manner, consistent with the standards generally recognized as being employed by professionals in the same discipline in the State of Califo...
	2.3.4 Licensing. Consultant represents that it, its employees and subconsultants have all licenses, permits, qualifications, and approvals of whatever nature that are legally required to perform the Services, and that such licenses and approvals shall...
	2.3.5 Conformance to Applicable Requirements.  All work prepared by Consultant shall be subject to the approval of Agency.
	2.3.6 Substitution of Key Personnel.  Consultant has represented to Agency that certain key personnel will perform and coordinate the Services under this Agreement.  Key Consultant personnel to be assigned to this Agreement are identified in the List ...
	2.3.7 Unavailability of Key Personnel.  In the event individual key personnel listed in Exhibit C are terminated either by the Consultant or the individual, with or without cause, or if individual key personnel are otherwise unavailable to perform ser...
	2.3.8 Removal of Consultant Personnel. The Consultant agrees to remove personnel from performing work under this Agreement if reasonably requested to do so by the Agency within 24 hours or as soon thereafter as is practicable.
	2.3.9 Laws and Regulations.  Consultant shall keep itself fully informed of and in compliance with all local, state and federal laws, rules and regulations in any manner affecting the performance of the Project or the Services, including all Cal/OSHA ...
	2.3.10 Labor Code Provisions.
	(a) Prevailing Wages.  Consultant is aware of the requirements of California Labor Code Section 1720, et seq., and 1770, et seq., as well as California Code of Regulations, Title 8, Section 16000, et seq., (“Prevailing Wage Laws”), which require the p...
	(b) Registration and Labor Compliance.  If the Services are being performed as part of an applicable “public works” or “maintenance” project, then, in addition to the foregoing, pursuant to Labor Code sections 1725.5 and 1771.1, the Consultant and all...
	(c) Labor Certification.  By its signature hereunder, Consultant certifies that it is aware of the provisions of Section 3700 of the California Labor Code which require every employer to be insured against liability for Workers’ Compensation or to und...

	2.3.11 Accounting Records.  Consultant shall maintain complete and accurate records with respect to all costs and expenses incurred under this Agreement.  All such records shall be clearly identifiable.  Consultant shall allow a representative of Agen...

	2.4 Representatives of the Parties.
	2.4.1 Agency’s Representative.  The Agency hereby designates its General Manager, or his or her designee, to act as its representative for the performance of this Agreement (“Agency’s Representative”).  Consultant shall not accept direction or orders ...
	2.4.2 Consultant’s Representative.  Consultant hereby designates XXXXXX, or his or her designee, to act as its representative for the performance of this Agreement (“Consultant’s Representative”).  Consultant’s Representative shall have full authority...

	2.5 Indemnification.
	2.6 Insurance.
	2.6.1 Time for Compliance.  Consultant shall not commence Work under this Agreement until it has provided evidence satisfactory to the Agency that it has secured all insurance required under this section.  In addition, Consultant shall not allow any s...
	2.6.2 Minimum Requirements.  Consultant shall, at its expense, procure and maintain for the duration of the Agreement insurance against claims for injuries to persons or damages to property which may arise from or in connection with the performance of...
	(a) Commercial General Liability.  Coverage for commercial general liability insurance shall be at least as broad as Insurance Services Office (ISO) Commercial General Liability Coverage (Occurrence Form CG 0001).  Consultant shall maintain limits no ...
	(b) Automobile Liability.  Coverage shall be at least as broad as the latest version of the Insurance Services Office Business Auto Coverage form number CA 0001, code 1 (any auto).  Consultant shall maintain limits no less than $1,000,000 per accident...
	(c) Workers' Compensation and Employer's Liability Insurance.  Consultant shall maintain Workers’ Compensation insurance as required by the State of California and Employer’s Liability Insurance in an amount no less than $1,000,000 per accident for bo...
	(d) Professional Liability.  Consultant shall procure and maintain, and require its subconsultants to procure and maintain, for a period of five (5) years following completion of the Project, errors and omissions liability insurance appropriate to the...
	(e) Excess Liability (if necessary).  The limits of Insurance required in this Agreement may be satisfied by a combination of primary and umbrella or excess insurance. Any umbrella or excess coverage shall contain or be endorsed to contain a provision...

	2.6.3 All Coverages.  The general liability and automobile liability policy shall include or be endorsed to state that:  (1) the Agency, its directors, officials, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers shall be covered as additional insured with ...
	(a) The insurance policies required above shall contain or be endorsed to contain the following specific provisions:
	(i) The policies shall contain a waiver of transfer rights of recovery (“waiver of subrogation”) against Agency, its board members, officers, employees, agents, and volunteers, for any claims arising out of the work of Consultant.
	(ii) Policies may provide coverage which contains deductible or self-insured retentions.  Such deductible and/or self-insured retentions shall not be applicable with respect to the coverage provided to Agency under such policies.  Consultant shall be ...
	(iii) Prior to start of work under this Agreement, Consultant shall file with Agency evidence of insurance as required above from an insurer or insurers certifying to the required coverage.  The coverage shall be evidenced on a certificate of insuranc...
	(iv) Each policy required in this section shall contain a policy cancellation clause that provides the policy shall not be cancelled or otherwise terminated by the insurer or the Consultant or reduced in coverage or in limits except after thirty (30) ...
	(v) Insurance required by this Agreement shall be placed with insurers licensed by the State of California to transact insurance business of the types required herein.  Each insurer shall have a current Best Insurance Guide rating of not less than A: ...
	(vi) Consultant shall include all subcontractors as insureds under its policies or shall furnish separate certificates and endorsements for each subcontractor.  All coverages for subcontractors shall be subject to all of the requirements stated herein...


	2.6.4 Reporting of Claims.  Consultant shall report to the Agency, in addition to Consultant’s insurer, any and all insurance claims submitted by Consultant in connection with the Services under this Agreement.

	2.7 Termination of Agreement.
	2.7.1 Grounds for Termination.  Agency may, by written notice to Consultant, terminate the whole or any part of this Agreement without liability to the Agency if Consultant fails to perform or commits a substantial breach of the terms hereof.  Either ...

	2.8 Ownership of Materials and Confidentiality.
	2.8.1 Documents & Data; Licensing of Intellectual Property.  This Agreement creates a non-exclusive and perpetual license for Agency to copy, use, modify, reuse, or sublicense any and all copyrights, designs, and other intellectual property embodied i...
	2.8.2  Confidentiality.  All Documents & Data, either created by or provided to Consultant in connection with the performance of this Agreement, shall be held confidential by Consultant.  All Documents & Data shall not, without the prior written conse...

	2.9 Subcontracting/Subconsulting.
	2.9.1 Prior Approval Required.  Consultant shall not subcontract any portion of the work required by this Agreement, except as expressly stated herein, without prior written approval of Agency.  Subcontracts, if any, shall contain a provision making t...


	3. General Provisions.
	3.1.1 Notices.  All notices permitted or required under this Agreement shall be given to the respective parties at the following address, or at such other address as the respective parties may provide in writing for this purpose:
	3.1.2 Equal Opportunity Employment.  Consultant represents that it is an equal opportunity employer and it shall not discriminate against any subconsultant, employee or applicant for employment because of race, religion, color, national origin, handic...
	3.1.3 Time of Essence.  Time is of the essence for each and every provision of this Agreement. The acceptance of late performance shall not waive the right to claim damages for such breach nor constitute a waiver of the requirement of timely performan...
	3.1.4 Agency’s Right to Employ Other Consultants.  Agency reserves the right to employ other consultants in connection with this Project.
	3.1.5 Successors and Assigns.  This Agreement shall be binding on the successors and assigns of the Parties.
	3.1.6 Assignment or Transfer.  Consultant shall not assign, hypothecate, or transfer, either directly or by operation of law, this Agreement or any interest herein without the prior written consent of the Agency.
	3.1.7 Amendment.  This Agreement may not be altered or amended except in a writing signed by both Parties.
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	3.1.11 Governing Law.  This Agreement shall be governed by the laws of the State of California.  Venue shall be in Los Angeles County.
	3.1.12 Attorneys’ Fees.  If either Party commences an action against the other Party, either legal, administrative or otherwise, arising out of or in connection with this Agreement, the prevailing party in such litigation shall be entitled to have and...
	3.1.13 Authority to Enter Agreement.  Consultant has all requisite power and authority to conduct its business and to execute, deliver, and perform the Agreement.  Each Party warrants that the individuals who have signed this Agreement have the legal ...
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